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Presi dent 6s Messagse

Dean W. Ginther

| want to welcome Terry
Miller as our new
Newsletter Editor and
Carol Zenas as our new
Recording Secretary.
Also, Bev McCamman
and Thom Yokum have
been appointed as Directors at large. Without
volunteers, our organization cannot function and |
greatly appreciate Terry, Carol, Bev, and Thom
for stepping-up to assume these roles. My thanks
go out to Audrey Thomas for her many years of
meritorious service as Recording Secretary and
to Al Wagner for all the service he has provided
to ESLA including, most recently, as Editor of the
Newsletter.

One of the main reasons ESLA has maintained
credibility and influence as a local lake
association is because of the high level of
membership we have maintained over the years
as an organization. This year there is a significant
lag in membership renewals, possibly because
some of the January Newsletters did not contain
a renewal envelop. If you have not renewed for
whatever reason, you should have recently
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If you renew at more than the minimum level, that
will be particularly helpful. Without your
membership, we will be less effective in
addressing the many challenges that threaten the
quality of our lakes and shoreline.

Many of these challenges and issues, such as
HB Bills 4463 and 4464, arise quickly, either at
the local or State level. It is difficult and costly to
keep our membership informed of these
emerging issues via our newsletter or postal
letters.

Even though the ESLA Web site is updated
frequently, most members understandably do not
check it on a daily basis. We need a way to
contact members quickly and efficiently to inform
them of issues that require relatively immediate
awareness or attention. Of course, email serves
this function well. Unfortunately, our membership
database currently contains email addresses of
less than 15% of our membership.

One way to show your support for ESLA is to
provide your email address. Send an email
message to Bob Klingon (rjkingon@prodigy.net)
with the subject heading: ESLA. No message in
the body of the email is required. We will not
release your email address nor will we be
sending you unnecessary email.

er . Send your renewal

Would you like a 250 foot long dock with twenty
or thirty or more jet skis, boats, and boat hoists
adjacent to or near your waterfront property?
How do you feel about potentially adding
hundreds of additional jet skis and boats on Elk




and Skegemog Lakes? Michigan HB 4463 would
permit a dock to be placed at all public road-ends
and extend out into the lake 250 feet. The local
unit of government could issue permits for boat
hoists to be placed on either side of the dock.
The space occupied by the docks, boats hoists,
and boats would be denied for use by other
riparians and members of the public.

HB 4463 would allow the establishment of a
marina at every public road end on Elk and
Skegemog Lakes. HB 4464 would change the
traditional practice of plat proprietors to establish
in the plat dedication the uses ascribed to the
purchasers of lots within a subdivision.

ESLA urges you to contact your representative
and voice your opposition to these bills. Talking
points might include any or all of the following:

9 Road ends at lakes are usually narrow.
Parking by people who have hoists at these
"marinas" would result in tremendous
congestion in the area.

9 Parking congestion would prevent fire engine
tanker trucks from accessing lakes and
pulling water to fight fires.

9 Watercraft using these docks would spill
over onto privately owned adjoining riparian
property.

9 Watercraft dockage would lead to partying in
boats, excessive noise and disorderly
conduct. (Riparians living next to road ends
already report having to pick up trash and
broken bottles in the roads and water on a
nearly daily basis!)

9 There are no toilet facilities at public road
ends. Public urination is already a problem
on road ends; what would happen if there
were marinas?

I Watercraft traffic would make it unsafe for
swimmers to use (legally) these sites.

1 Although the law says that the first boat
hoists must be at least 20 feet from shore,
their presence would make it difficult, if
not impossible, to launch small fishing boats.

9 Passage of this legislation would require the
townships to "administer" these services
(construct and maintain docks, hold lotteries,
charge fees, maintain liability insurance,
etc.). Townships are already strapped for
money!

i Placement of marinas at road ends would
require additional policing by local law
enforcement agencies that currently don't
have sufficient manpower and funds to
monitor boating in inland lakes.

HB 4463 and HB 4464 have been passed out of
committee to the full House with a positive
recommendation (!) but without input from the
public against these proposed laws, it is likely
that these bills will become law. For more
informatons ee t he Michigan
Position on Road Ends at http://www.mlswa.org/.
To view these bills, which now are under
consideration by the Michigan House of
Representatives, go to:
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/ and enter either
4463 or 4464. Please contact your State Rep at
house.michigan.gov/find_a_rep.asp and let
he/she know why you are against these bills.
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Featured Speaker & Dr. Kelly Smith

The featured speaker at the upcoming ESLA
annual meeting will be Dr. Kelley Smith, Chief of
the Michigan
Fisheries Division. He will be speaking on the
State of the Fisheries.

Dr. Smith was appointed Chief of the Michigan
Department of Natural
Division in June 1998. He is a graduate of
Michigan State University, where he earned his
B.S. degree in Fisheries Biology and
Management in June 1978. He then attended
The University of Michigan, where he received an
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